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Overview

Over the coming weeks you will have to identify your preferences for your final year 
BSc Project.

In this presentation:

▪ What is the BSc Project?

▪ How is it assessed?

▪ What is expected of you?

▪ Timeline of the Project

▪ How to go about choosing your preferred project topics



• One of your eight modules next year

• PH3110 – Experimental or Theoretical Project

• Runs in Spring Term

• You will be supervised individually by a 
member of staff

• Weekly scheduled meetings with supervisor

• Full details in course specification               →

What is the BSc Project?



To provide the high point of the three year physics degree, which 
enables students to 

▪ use their scientific knowledge, 

▪ apply their ability to plan and execute an extended 
experimental or theoretical investigation, and 

▪ use all their communication skills to describe their results. 

To provide an understanding of some techniques of research, 
including the presentation of results. 

Aims of the BSc Project



On completion of the course students should be able to: 

• appreciate the principles of research methodologies gained under individual 
supervision by a member of academic staff; 

• design and execute a project;

• produce a significant report on their project, which they can show at career 
interviews and discuss its content with confidence; 

• produce a significant poster on their project (which they can show at career 
interviews) and discuss its content with confidence.

Learning Outcomes



How is it assessed?

Project Report 80%
(5,000 words)

Viva voce 10%
(presentation + questions)

Poster Presentation 10%



You will spend ~150 hours of work on the project, comprising:

• at least 1 hour per week in a scheduled meeting with your supervisor;

• 2-3 hours attending lectures on relevant information and general skills training;

• ~80 hours working on the project;

• ~60 hours private study, writing report and preparing the talk and the poster.

What is expected of you



▪ You express your project preferences in coming weeks: specifics will be emailed soon

▪ You will find out your allocated project by the end of the first week of teaching (Autumn term)

▪ You will meet with your supervisor in the last week of Autumn term, to agree reading and 
preparation required for project work

▪ Weeks 1-8 of Spring Term: lots of hard work on project + submit draft report to supervisor

▪ Week 9: submission of final report (via Turnitin)

▪ Week 10 or 11: Viva with supervisor and 2nd marker (includes talk)

▪ Week 11: poster submission + poster session

▪ Exact Deadlines will be communicated later as appropriate (email and moodle)

Broad Timeline



Quantum Materials and 

Quantum Technologies

Particle, Accelerator and 

Astrophysics

Philipp Niklowitz Daniel Bedingham

John Saunders Glen Cowan

Andrew Casey Tracey Berry

Chris Lusher Veronique Boisvert

Xavier Rojas Pedro Teixeira-Dias

Oleg Astafiev, Jon Goff Jocelyn Monroe

Vladimir Antonov Asher Kaboth

James Nicholls

Phil Meeson Nikolas Kauer

Gregoire Ithier Stephen West

Andrew Ho Stephen Gibson

David Heyes Pavel Karataev

Giovanni Sordi

Astro



TWiki: list of projects on offer, at

https://twiki.ph.rhul.ac.uk/twiki/bin/view/Students/UnderGraduates/PH3110BScProject

List of Projects on offer

https://twiki.ph.rhul.ac.uk/twiki/bin/view/Students/UnderGraduates/PH3110BScProject


▪ Look at the list of projects on offer

▪ email potential supervisors!

▪ Look at posters from previous years

▪ Take into account any specific skills that might be needed for the project and/or 
other pre-requisites (eg: certain courses, programming skills, mathematical ability, 
etc)

▪ In principle, a project topic could be suggested by the student, but you will need to 
obtain agreement with a supervisor prior to submitting that as one of your 
preferences.

How to decide your preferences



▪ There is a Form on the TWiki for this

▪ You must choose 3 different supervisors

▪ Fill in the form

▪ Email the form (in MS Word format) to 
the BSc Projects Coordinator
(pedro.teixeira-dias@rhul.ac.uk) 

▪ Detailed instructions are included in the 
form. 

How to express your preferences

mailto:pedro.teixeira-dias@rhul.ac.uk?subject=PH3110%20Project%20preferences


Beware… subject to change

Beware that due to some uncertainty in
conditions for the coming academic year,
the timelines and procedures for the
PH3110 Project may have to be changed.



Contact me, BSc Projects Coordinator

▪ Prof. Pedro Teixeira-Dias

▪ email: pedro.teixeira-dias@rhul.ac.uk

▪ Office: Wilson building W251

In case of any questions

mailto:pedro.teixeira-dias@rhul.ac.uk


Questions?

Thank you for your attention…




